Introduction
We report a case of hepatitis caused by ingestion of a herbal remedy containing mistletoe. Thirty thousand mistletoe-containing pills are sold by one herbalist every week in Portsmouth, and until May 1978 a drug containing mistletoe extract (Felsol) was listed in MIMS.
This form of hepatitis may be much more common than is generally realised and may be implicated in the development of chronic liver disease.
Once again results of liver function tests were abnormal ( We have found no record of any toxic reactions to mistletoe in man, and it has not been implicated in drug-induced hepatitis,3 though other herbs may cause severe liver injury.4 5 Although mistletoe was the most likely toxin in this case, we thought that trying to obtain definitive proof with a second challenge test using mistletoe extract alone was not justifiable because of the severity of the histological change after the first challenge test.
Mistletoe is widely used in herbal remedies and until May 1978 a bronchodilator preparation (Felsol) containing mistletoe extract was listed in MIMS. Herbal remedies may be purchased without prescription and are much more commonly consumed than many doctors realise. This case shows that active hepatitis may result from their consumption, but there may well be cases in which the hepatitis remains subclinical and so progresses insidiously. Herbal remedies might also be an aetiological factor in the development of so-called cryptogenic cirrhosis.
Virologically confirmed rubella reinfections, with disease of a fetus, are rare.'-3 We describe a baby severely affected by congenital rubella whose mother had had high titres of rubella antibodies some months before she became pregnant. This case may be important with regard to current policies in rubella prophylaxis and the diagnosis of congenital rubella.
Case report
The baby was born in March 1973 and died in October 1976, the first child of healthy, unrelated parents who were both laboratory technicians. The mother had been told that she had contracted rubella when aged 7; she had not been immunised. Because 
